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VISION
Canada will be a world leader in transportation knowledge, for 
the benefit of our people, our economy and our environment. 

TAC will be recognized as a leader in creating the technical 
expertise and exchange of information required to build and 
maintain this position.

MISSION
TAC is a national association with a mission to promote 
the provision of safe, secure, efficient, effective and 
environmentally and financially sustainable transportation 
services in support of Canada’s social and economic goals.

The association is a neutral forum for gathering or exchanging 
ideas, information and knowledge on technical guidelines and 
best practices.

In Canada as a whole, TAC has a primary focus on roadways 
and their strategic linkages and inter-relationships with other 
components of the transportation system.

In urban areas, TAC’s primary focus is on the movement of 
people, goods and services and its relationship with land  
use patterns.

POSITIONING 
STATEMENT
Connecting Knowledge and People

 STRATEGIC 
OBJECTIVES
1.  Be Canada’s transportation centre of expertise, providing a 

neutral forum for the exchange of ideas and the discussion 
of technical issues. 

2.  Contribute to the increased awareness of the importance 
of transportation to Canada’s economic and social well-
being and to the availability and technical currency of 
transportation professionals in Canada. 

3.  Be the pre-eminent source of transportation materials for 
Canadian practitioners. 

4.  Develop and update guidelines and best practices 
primarily for roads and road-related transportation matters. 
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A WORD FROM THE TAC PRESIDENT
As President of the 
Transportation Association 
of Canada (TAC) elected last 
September in Winnipeg, I am 
honoured to address and serve the 
interests of our members. 

In 2014, TAC began to mark 
its centennial anniversary by 
celebrating the past, present and 

future of transportation in Canada. TAC members and industry 
stakeholders will not only join in a year-long celebration, they will 
also be recognized as key contributors to TAC’s success.

Whether it be TAC’s instrumental role in the creation of the Trans-
Canada Highway or its contribution to securing uniform road signs, 
signals and pavement markings across Canada, the Association has 
helped shape the evolution of today’s transportation industry. 

Let’s recap some of the highlights that were attained over the 
course of the past year. 

 •  TAC membership stood at 528 at year-end, a number 
similar to the previous year.  

 •  Pooled fund projects received strong support from a 
wide variety of partner organizations. Ten projects were 
finalized during the year, 14 were in progress and 13 
more were in development. Numerous other volunteer 
projects were conducted under the auspices of councils 
and committees.  TAC took on the role of secretariat for the 
Canadian National Committee (CNC) of the World Road 
Association, including administering membership of the 
CNC. Hosted by Manitoba Transportation and Infrastructure 
Renewal and the City of Winnipeg, over 800 delegates 
and companions attended the 2013 TAC Conference & 
Exhibition in Winnipeg. Partnership and exhibition revenue 
exceeded expectations.

 •  TAC’s centennial celebration campaign, Transportation 
2014: Past, Present, Future, was confirmed, partners were 
secured and the campaign activities began.  

 •  TAC released 10 new English publications in the  
Association bookstore, as well as a number of   
French-version publications.

 •  Technical courses, workshops and symposia welcomed 
400 participants at 20 events across the country. Topics 
included bridge traffic and combination barriers; long-
term transportation planning studies; construction and 
operations of winter roads; development and management 
of transportation infrastructure in permafrost regions; 
accommodating cycling facilities; pavement asset design 
and management and roadway lighting efficiency and 
power reduction. TAC is also collaborating with l’Association 
québécoise des transports (AQTr) to host French sessions 
on erosion and sediment control.

 •  The launch of TAC’s new bookstore and unveiling of its 
revamped website in December 2013 was very well  
received among members and customers. Key features 
included a new design and navigation; improved ease of 
transactions and the creation of social media pages. TAC 
News has evolved from a scheduled, formatted newsletter 
to a series of independently-published articles on the 
association’s website. 

 •  Since the TAC Foundation was established in 2003, more 
than $2.1 million has been committed to its programs and 
over $1.7 million has been received to date. 

 •  TAC’s financial situation remains solid. The organization 
posted a small surplus overall after taking into account 
Board-approved drawdowns on reserves and showed a 
significant contribution to the bottom line on operations, 
before taking into account the drawdowns.

Strategies and timelines for the second year of TAC’s five-year 
Business Plan were approved by the Board and successfully 
implemented throughout the year. Some key Business Plan 
items addressed included the proposal and approval of a revised 
publication pricing policy; discussion regarding potential 
funding models to support the ongoing development of the 
Geometric Design Guide for Canadian Roads and the Manual of 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Canada; and the piloting of new 
collaborative platforms to facilitate information sharing among 
TAC’s councils and committees. 

I’ve appreciated the Board of Directors, our Executive Director, 
Michel Gravel, and the TAC Secretariat’s support this year. I also 
want to thank the Ministère des Transports du Québec and la 
Ville de Montréal for all of the hard work that is underway to host 
our 2014 Conference & Exhibition this fall in Montreal.

I hope that you will be able to join me in Montreal in September, 
and that you will also enjoy the many special activities 
happening throughout 2014 as TAC celebrates its 100th birthday! 
TAC has a proud history, which you’ll undoubtedly learn more 
about over the coming year. Know that as we celebrate our 
past, TAC’s volunteers and staff are working to ensure an equally 
dynamic present and future.  

Rob Penny 
TAC President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS   

TAC is governed by a Board of Directors elected from member 
federal/provincial/territorial departments of transportation; 
municipal governments; and the private sector, associations 
and academia.  The Board sets the strategic direction for the 
organization and oversees TAC’s vibrant and active complement of 
volunteer councils and committees. TAC councils and committees 
serve as an ongoing forum for the dissemination of knowledge, 
the exchange of information and the discussion of a wide variety 
of issues to advance the state of knowledge in transportation.

OFFICERS

PRESIDENT:   
Rob Penny  
Deputy Minister, Alberta Transportation  
(Board Chair)

VICE-PRESIDENT:   
Claude Carette 
Director of Transportation, Ville de Montréal (Urban 
Transportation Council Liaison)

VICE-PRESIDENT:  
Gerry Chaput 
Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Transportation of Ontario 
(Vice-Chair)

VICE-PRESIDENT:  
Lynne Cowe Falls 
Associate Professor and Director of Students, Schulich School 
of Engineering, University of Calgary (Education and Human 
Resources Development Council Liaison)

TREASURER:   
Alex Turnbull 
President, Westbay Research Inc.

CORPORATE SECRETARY: 
Michel Gravel 
TAC Executive Director

MEMBERS

PAST PRESIDENT:   
Doug McNeil 
Deputy Minister, Manitoba Infrastructure and Transportation

David Beckley 
Vice-President, Engineering and Implementation, TransLink 
(South Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority)

Helena Borges 
Associate Deputy Minister, Transport Canada

Stephen Damp 
Executive Vice-President, Civil Division, EllisDon Corporation

Brian Douglas 
Deputy Minister, Prince Edward Island Transportation and 
Infrastructure Renewal

Jean-Marc Dupuis 
Deputy Minister, New Brunswick Transportation and Infrastructure

Greg Gilks  
Acting Assistant Deputy Minister, Transportation Policy and Programs 
Department, British Columbia Transportation and Infrastructure

Nithi Govindasamy 
Deputy Minister, Saskatchewan Highways and Infrastructure

Mike Johnson 
Deputy Minister, Yukon Highways and Public Works

Dominique Lacoste 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Association québécoise des 
transports (AQTr)

Paul Lafleche 
Deputy Minister, Nova Scotia Transportation and Infrastructure 
Renewal (Environment Council Liaison)

Anne-Marie Leclerc 
Assistant Deputy Minister, Infrastructure and Technologies, 
ministère des Transports du Québec 

Malcolm Logan 
General Manager Transportation, City of Calgary

Bruce McCuaig 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Metrolinx (Greater Toronto 
Transportation Authority)

Brent Meade 
Deputy Minister, Newfoundland and Labrador Transportation 
and Works

Russell Neudorf 
Deputy Minister, Department of Transportation, Northwest 
Territories

Ken Reashor 
Director, Transportation and Public Works, Halifax Regional 
Municipality

Brad W. Sacher 
Director of Public Works, City of Winnipeg 

Scott Stewart 
Chief Executive Officer, IBI Group

Pauloosie Suvega 
Associate Deputy Minister, Government of Nunavut, Economic 
Development and Transportation
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MEMBERSHIP AND COLLABORATION

At the end of the fiscal year 2013/14, TAC had more than 520 
members. To better understand our members’ basic interactions 
with TAC, a membership profile survey was opened to members 
in January and February 2014. 

The survey will help ensure that TAC programs and services 
are of interest to our members and determine if segmenting 
communications would assist with a more effective transmission 
of TAC’s messages. Members were invited to reveal the types of 
TAC services they used, preferred methods of communication, 
the type of technology used to interact with TAC, and the level of 
awareness to update their profile using TAC Online.

To provide easier access to information about TAC for members, 
customers and other transportation/roadways sector 
professionals, TAC launched a new website and bookstore in 
December 2013. The website displays TAC’s activities through a 
dynamic home page, while offering an updated design, easier 
navigation, and social sharing features.  

Key changes included:

 •  In January 2014, TAC News changed its format into 
independently published articles on the website; a 
monthly recap e-blast is sent to members containing 
articles published during that period.

 •  Articles recently entered into TAC’s library catalogue are 
shown in an RSS feed on the home page.

 •  Links in the footer make it easy for visitors to go to TAC’s 
Facebook and LinkedIn pages, as another source of 
information and sharing.

 •  Banner ads are integrated throughout the site, making this 
valuable space available to promote related organizations, 
products/services or events. 

Linked to the website is a new TAC Bookstore, offering e-book 
versions of many TAC publications. The Bookstore continues to 
offer over 200 titles in English and French, with preferred pricing 
for TAC members. Free resources and tools, including reports, 
primers, briefings and conference proceedings, are also listed 
and available through the Bookstore.  

Another way TAC portrays a positive image for the benefit of 
its members is by maintaining collaborative agreements with 
domestic and international organizations with similar interests. 
This allows the Association to broaden the perspectives of the 
programs conducted by TAC’s councils and committees, build on 
the knowledge base of these organizations and avoid duplication 
of efforts. 

TAC currently maintains collaborative agreements with the 
following organizations:

 • Association for Commuter Transportation (ACT) Canada

 •  American Association of State Highways and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO)

 • Association québécoise des transports (AQTr)

 • AUSTROADS

 • Canadian Institute of Planners

 • Canadian Institute of Transportation Engineers

 • Canadian Society for Civil Engineers

 • Canadian Urban Transit Association

 • Federation of Canadian Municipalities

 •  Intelligent Transportation Systems Society of Canada  
(ITS Canada)

WELCOME TO THE TRANSPORTATION 
ASSOCIATION OF CANADA  

The Transportation Association of Canada (TAC) is a not-for-profit, 
membership-based association that provides a neutral forum to 
exchange ideas and information on technical guidelines and best 
practices related to the Canadian transportation and roadways 
sectors. TAC promotes the importance of transportation to 
Canada’s economic well-being, as well as safe, secure, efficient and 
environmentally and financially sustainable transportation services.

TAC’s mission statement acknowledges its road-related expertise 
and two other key areas in which it has a special interest – 
linkages between roads and other modes of transportation, as 
well as urban transportation.

TAC does not set standards, but is THE source for roadway-related 
technical documents, best practices, and national guidelines that 
are referenced in many jurisdictions across the country.  These 
documents are sold / distributed via the TAC Bookstore. 

BUSINESS PLAN 2012-2017

The TAC Board of Directors approved a five-year rolling business 
plan in April 2012 for the period 2012/13 to 2016/17. The plan 
includes twelve guiding principles that form the basis of a number 
of approved strategies and timelines. One of the guiding principles 
calls for the Board to review and refresh the business plan annually 
in order to properly address emerging issues and trends.  

TAC’s business plan supports the Association’s continued efforts 
in gathering information and facilitating discussion to include 
selected research and best practices in policy areas, while 
limiting activities to those of a neutral, non-partisan nature. It 
focuses on building on TAC’s strengths rather than implementing 
major changes. 

In summary, the business plan provides for:

 1.  Maintaining the status quo in terms of TAC’s governance 
and business models, while having made the changes 
necessary to comply with the Canada Not-for-Profit 
Corporation Act.

 2.  The development of new funding models to maintain 
TAC’s fundamental national technical guidelines: the 
Geometric Design Guide for Canadian Roads and the 
Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Canada.

 3.  Requesting that the technical work of councils and 
committees consider giving more attention to intelligent 
transportation systems, multi-modalism, modal 
integration and efficiency, and various non-technical 
considerations such as health and socio-economic factors.

  4.  Consideration for new ways for members to network  
in addition to traditional face-to-face meetings, such  
as a collaborative platform, regional meetings, and  
tele/videoconferencing.

 5.  The identification of emerging issues and trends during 
the Annual Conference.

 6.  Increased sharing of information on emerging issues  
and trends with members, including council and 
committee members.

 7.  Adjustments to the Annual Conference to satisfy  
evolving needs.

 8.  The introduction of mechanisms to increase low-cost 
knowledge dissemination and the pricing of publications 
to reflect a possible new project funding model for TAC’s 
fundamental national guidelines and publication media.

 9.  Increased use of electronic media in all business areas, 
including publications, annual conference, seminars and 
workshops, communications vehicles, and networking tools.

 10.  The development of a process for identifying the  
specific needs of all member segments, including the 
younger generation.

 11.  The development of a process for directors to better 
communicate priorities to councils and committees. 
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COUNCIL AND TASK FORCE CHAIRS

CHIEF ENGINEERS’ COUNCIL:  
 Jack MacDonald 
General Manager, Engineering & Environmental Services,  
City of Moncton 

EDUCATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES  
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL:   
Cindy Lucas 
Manager, Division Services, Ministry of Transportation of Ontario 

ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL:  
Darren Carter 
Manager, Environmental Services, Alberta Transportation 

URBAN TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL:  
Wanda Richardson 
Vice President Canada, Federal Services; AECOM

CLIMATE CHANGE TASK FORCE:  
Peter Dzikowski 
Senior Policy Advisor, Environmental Issues,  
Alberta Transportation 

SMALL MUNICIPALITIES TASK FORCE:  
Rod Sanderson 
Manager, Transportation & Drainage, City of Chilliwack 

WORLD ROAD ASSOCIATION, NATIONAL COMMITTEE  
GOVERNING TASK FORCE: 
Jane Weldon 
Director General, Transportation Infrastructure, Transport Canada

RECOGNIZING EXCELLENCE  
AND COMMITMENT

TAC believes in the importance of encouraging excellence 
and leadership, and annually confers a number of awards to 
recognize the technical excellence and achievements of its 
members and others in the transportation industry.

The ninth annual Canadian Transportation Awards Program 
(CTAP) was presented during the closing event of the 2013 TAC 
Conference & Exhibition in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  Dr. Guy Doré, 
Professor of Civil Engineering at University Laval received the 
Award of Academic Merit and Goran Nikolic, Head of Traffic 
Planning, Central Region, Ontario Ministry of Transportation was 
presented with the Award of Achievement. 

TAC presented the 2013 Technical Excellence Awards to the 
following recipients:

 •  The Environmental Achievement Award was given to  
the Ministère des Transports du Québec for its innovative 
runoff drainage management system in the  
Stoneham-Tewkesbury section of the Highway 73/175 
reconstruction project. 

 •  The Sustainable Urban Transportation Award was 
presented to Metrolinx and partners (City of Hamilton, 
Region of Peel, Green Communities Canada and the 
University of Toronto) for the Stepping It Up project that 
tested and refined best practices in influencing how 
students and staff travel to elementary schools.   

 •  The Educational Achievement Award was conferred upon 
the Association québécoise des transports (AQTr) and le 
Ministère des Transports du Québec for its management 
of implementation of municipal and road infrastructure 
works training program.

 •  The Road Safety Engineering Award was awarded to the 
Ministère des Transports du Québec for a project that 
involved the installation of photo-radar and red-light 
camera systems at 15 high-occurrence accident locations.

Awards of Service recipients were Patricia Boecker (MTO); 
Geoffrey Ho (G. Ho Engineering Consultants, Inc.); Robert Khale 
(Ville de Montréal); Glenn Thamer (Lafrentz Road Marking) and 
Ian Upjohn (SNC Lavalin Inc.) in recognition of their long-term 
contributions to TAC and the transportation sector. 

The Award of Merit, presented to retiring council chairs, was 
presented to Ken Becking, AECOM (Small Municipalities Task 
Force); Kerry Buckley, Transport Canada (Education and Human 
Resources Development Council) and Graham Vincent, Regional 
Municipality of Waterloo (Urban Transportation Council). 

TAC’s Board of Directors also granted four Distinguished Service 
Awards to Gerry Forbes (Intus Road Safety Engineering inc.); 
Graham Gilfillan (GVW Consulting Group); Scott Hanna (Hatch 
Ltd.) and Dr. Allen Stewart (Royal Military College); and two 
Honorary Life Member Awards to Doug McNeil (Manitoba 
Infrastructure and Transportation) and Methusalah Kunuk 
(Government of Nunavut). Seventeen committee volunteers 
received the Retiring Committee Chair Award in recognition of 
their work on various standing and project committees. 

INFORMATION EXCHANGE AND 
KNOWLEDGE DEVELOPMENT

As in many associations, work is organized around a series of 
volunteer councils and standing committees, whose members 
benefit from exchanging information and expanding their 
knowledge with other transportation professionals with  
similar interests. 

The Association is comprised of four councils and three 
task forces, populated by invitation or designated position 
representing a cross-section of transportation stakeholders 
within the membership. Standing committees are set up as 
required by these Councils, where subjects require more in-
depth analysis. TAC members may join standing committees that 
could benefit from their expertise, subject only to limitation due 
to over-representation from a sector or region.  All council and 
standing committee meetings are open to TAC members.  

TAC also serves as secretariat for the Canadian National 
Committee (CNC) of the World Road Association (PIARC).   
The CNC of the PIARC Governing Task Force is comprised of up  
to 22 CNC members reporting to the TAC Board of Directors. 

FUTURE SPRING TECHNICAL MEETINGS

2014 – April 9-15, Ottawa, Ontario

2015 – April 16-20, Ottawa, Ontario

2016 – April 6-13, Ottawa, Ontario

2017 – April 6-11, Ottawa, Ontario 

BOARD OF
DIRECTORSWORLD ROAD ASSOCIATION

CANADIAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE
GOVERNING TASK FORCE

CHIEF 
ENGINEERS’ 

COUNCIL

STANDING COMMITTEES
 • Geometric Design 
 • Maintenance & Construction 
 • Pavements
 • Road Safety
 • Soils & Materials
 • Structures
 •  Traffic Operations  

& Management
 •  Asset Management  

(Task Force) 
 •  Traveller Information 

Services (Task Force) 

ENVIRONMENT 
COUNCIL

STANDING COMMITTEES
 •  Advisory & Legislation 
 •  Issues Management 

EDUCATION & HR 
DEVELOPMENT 

COUNCIL

WORKING GROUPS
 •  Centennial Planning 

Activities 
 • Student Outreach
 • Student Conference Event
 • Student Paper Award

URBAN 
TRANSPORTATION 

COUNCIL

STANDING COMMITTEES
 •  Sustainable Transportation
 •  Transportation Finance
 •  Transportation Planning  

& Research

CLIMATE CHANGE TASK FORCE

SMALL MUNICIPALITIES PROGRAM
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WORLD ROAD ASSOCIATION, CANADIAN NATIONAL 
COMMITTEE GOVERNING TASK FORCE

 •  Developed mechanisms to improve the linkages between 
PIARC’s technical committees and TAC’s councils and 
committees, including a reporting template

 •  Received approval by the TAC Board on draft terms of 
reference, and performance measures to be evaluated 
over the course of the year 

 •  CNC and TAC’s Transportation Finance Standing 
Committee jointly presented a session at the 2013 TAC 
Conference & Exhibition entitled Innovations, Challenges 
and Opportunities in Transportation Funding and Finance

 •  Planned an international panel discussion at the 2014 
Conference in collaboration with the Quebec committee 
of PIARC 

To examine ways to increase the opportunity for members to 
collaborate and share ideas other than the traditional face-to-
face, two collaborative platforms were piloted for use with a 
select group of TAC committees. After training and support, 
over 95% of these committee members have been able to use 
the platform to post meeting materials, agendas, minutes and 
reference materials, have discussions and share a calendar and 
committee list. In 2014/15 a decision regarding TAC’s preferred 
platform is anticipated, as well as the start of transitioning all of 
TAC’s committees onto the chosen platform.   

A full technical meetings program resulted in approximately 
350 participants attending the 2013 Spring Technical Meetings 
in Ottawa and the Fall Technical Meetings in Winnipeg.  Over 
43 committees were convened, including 12 project steering 
committee meetings, eight council/task force meetings, over 22 
standing and sub-committee meetings as well as other special 
interest meetings including the TAC Foundation. 

PROJECTS 

Under the pooled fund project model, TAC members and others 
are offered opportunities to provide financial support, according 
to their level of interest, to specific projects developed through 
the volunteer committee structure. The approach has proven to 
be successful; in the decade since it was first adopted, over 80 
projects have been undertaken, more than $7 million has been 
invested and 50 different funding partners have been involved. 

Pooled fund projects received strong support from a wide variety 
of partner organizations. Ten projects were finalized during the 
year, 14 were in progress and 13 more were in development. In 
particular, the new edition of the Geometric Design Guide and 
the Urban Transportation Indicators Fifth Survey are significant 
projects in progress.  

 •  Geometric Design Guide for Canadian Roads new edition

 •  Calibration of the mechanistic-empirical guide for the 
design of new and rehabilitated pavement structures

 • Wider pavement markings for standard application

 •  Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Canada 
update scoping study

 • Digital and projected advertising display

 • Guide to sustainability considerations for bridges

 • Canadian roundabout design guide

 • Synthesis of asset management practices

 • Urban transportation indicators, 5th survey

 •  Transportation funding and governance in Canadian 
metropolitan areas: inventory of current practices

 • Moving smarter: exploring solutions for Canadian cities

 •  Design and implementation of public transit services – 
guidelines for communities

 •  Numerous volunteer projects conducted under the 
auspices of councils and committees 

In an effort to develop and maintain guidelines and best practices, 
the Association also progressed with the development of a new 
funding model to maintain TAC’s fundamental national technical 
guidelines: the Geometric Design Guide for Canadian Roads and the 
Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Canada.   

Annual work plans for councils and task forces were approved by 
TAC’s Board of Directors, including contributing to TAC Centennial 
celebrations. In particular, the following milestones were achieved:

CHIEF ENGINEERS’ COUNCIL

 •  Discussed project funding issues and considered options 
to fund TAC’s foundational guides

 •  Tested collaborative platform as means to facilitate 
discussion and exchange between members outside of 
traditional meeting opportunities

 •  Renewed discussion of how TAC can promote 
transportation asset management

 •  Meetings included presentations about the status of 
the Navigable Waters Protection Act, the development of 
national standards on vehicle weights and dimensions, 
research work of the Centre for Pavement and 
Transportation Technology and progress with respect to 
connected vehicle initiatives 

EDUCATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES  
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

 •  Worked closely with Canadian universities to encourage 
student participation at TAC Conferences and  
encourage the pursuit of transportation and engineering 
related careers

 •  Coordinated with the TAC Foundation for possible future  
joint initiatives

 •  Broadened scope of working groups on student outreach 
and mid-level management

 •  Pursued discussions on organizational restructuring and 
knowledge management

ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL

 •  Initiated discussion on socio-economic factors related  
to transportation 

 •  Continued to monitor recent changes in environmental 
legislation and regulations

 •  Discussed legislative updates to the Navigable Waters 
Protection Act and federal Fisheries Act 

 •  Broadened discussion on First Nations involvement on 
transportation projects and health issues to noise caused 
by transportation activities

 •  Developed strategy to ensure sufficient volunteer 
resources on the Council and standing committees

URBAN TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL

 •  Continued focus on technical projects on planning, 
development, management and financing of sustainable 
transportation systems in urban areas

 •  Initiated review of strategic framework for technical 
directions in light of numerous emerging issues and 
opportunities for collaboration with partner organizations

 •  Meetings included a variety of topics including a summary 
of the Urban Freight Study by Metrolinx and an update on 
the Long-Term Infrastructure Study by Infrastructure Canada

CLIMATE CHANGE TASK FORCE

 •  Finalized update of climate change checklist and  
guidance documents

 •  Advanced discussions of options and recommendations 
for the Board regarding continuing work on climate 
change following the conclusion of the Task Force 
mandate in April 2014

 •  Submitted climate change-focussed feature articles for 
TAC News

 •  Supplemented TAC’S current practices and innovations 
database with climate change references

SMALL MUNICIPALITIES TASK FORCE

 •  Completed survey to identify TAC small municipality 
members’ needs and determine new incentives and 
activities for the Task Force

 •  Contributed to TAC News featuring projects and initiatives 
within small municipalities in Canada

 •  Increased membership and continuing efforts to recruit 
additional members

 •  Initiated discussion on use of TAC social media to reach out 
to small municipalities within and outside TAC membership
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TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS

The TAC Bookstore catalogue contains over 200 titles, and 
released ten publications for sale during the year as a result of 
the successful completion of funded projects overseen by TAC’s 
councils and committees and managed by the TAC Technical 
Programs team.

 1. Applied Human Factors in Road Safety Guide

 2.  Best Practices Guide for the Use of Recycled Materials  
in Transportation Infrastructure

 3.  Climate Change and Road Safety: Projections Within  
Urban Areas

 4.  Guidelines for Planning and Implementation of Transit 
Priority Measures

 5.  Guidelines for Underground Utility Installations Crossing 
Highway Rights-of-Way

 6.  Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Canada  
(Fifth Edition)

 7. Roadway Lighting Efficiency and Power Reduction Guide

 8. Pavement and Asset Management Design Guide

 9. Salt Management Guide (Second Edition)

 10.  Synthesis of Practices for Geometric Design  
of Special Roads

A number of French-version publications were also released. 

TAC entered into a three-year agreement for a third party 
management of TAC’s Bookstore, including e-commerce 
fulfillment for printed publications, e-books, free downloads and 
any ancillary items.  Contracting to a third party streamlines and 
modernizes the system, and eliminates or minimizes challenges 
in regards to functionality, inventory cost and management, high 
reproduction costs, specialized staff, and provides track-able 
shipping services at reasonable costs. 

TAC’s e-books include innovative features such as mobile device 
accessibility and digital notation that can be synchronized across 
all platforms, and can be shared with other e-book purchasers. 
TAC also offers access to a variety of reports, primers, papers 
and other materials at no cost to its members and others in the 
transportation and roadways sectors.  These free TAC materials 
(excluding TAC Conference Proceedings) can also be found as 
part of TAC’s Bookstore.  

The TAC Board of Directors adopted a revised pricing policy and 
dissemination practices for TAC publications to streamline its 
internal process and offer improved pricing to its members. 

TRANSPORTATION  
INFORMATION SERVICES

TAC’s Transportation Information Services (TIS) provides access to 
technical transportation reports, articles, and statistics as well as 
answers to specific questions in the transportation field. 

TIS produced five editions of the Transportation Intelligence 
Bulletin which highlights developments and innovations in 
transportation from around the world; and provided ongoing 
traditional lending library and literature search services, as well as 
support to pooled fund project research. 

TIS also conducted the 2013 Canadian Surface Transportation 
Research Survey; assisted the Environment Council in developing 
an issues tracking wiki page and added over 450 records to TAC’s 
library catalogue.

CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION 

Canada’s preeminent transportation gathering, the annual TAC 
Conference & Exhibition, provides delegates and stakeholders 
the ideal opportunity to broaden their transportation-related 
technical knowledge and to network with other transportation 
professionals from across the country. 

Over 800 delegates and companions attended the 2013 TAC 
Conference & Exhibition in Winnipeg. The conference introduced 
key changes based on past delegate survey findings, including:

 •  Technical tours and over 40 technical sessions, panel 
discussions, poster sessions and workshops were scheduled 
for all three afternoons of the conference schedule.

 •  The lunch format was moved to a buffet rather than a 
plated meal.

 •  Delegates were sent daily e-blasts highlighting key events 
for each day of the conference.

 •  The “Lion’s Den” session made a triumphant return in 
the form of the Opening Plenary Session highlighting 
the theme of the 2013 TAC Conference & Exhibition, 
Transportation: Better – Faster – Safer. 

 •  Advertising in the Delegate Program and Exhibition Guide  
was introduced.

Forty-four separate organizations supported the event as either 
partners or advertisers – a testament to the value of this major 
annual conference to the Canadian transportation and  
roadways sectors.

FUTURE TAC CONFERENCES

2014 –  September 28-October 1, Montreal, Quebec  
(TAC Centennial – Transportation: Past, Present, Future)

2015 – September 27-30, Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island

2016 – September 25-28, Toronto, Ontario

2017 – September 24-27, St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador

TECHNICAL SEMINARS  
AND WORKSHOPS 

To ensure the availability and technical currency of all 
transportation professionals, TAC offered 20 workshops and 
seminars, based on TAC’s guides and best practices. Recognized 
industry experts shared their knowledge with over 400 
participants across the country. 

Subjects of these included: 

 • bridge traffic and combination barriers

 • long-term transportation planning studies

 • construction and operations of winter roads 

 •  development and management of transportation 
infrastructure in permafrost regions

 • accommodating cycling facilities

 • Pavement Asset Design and Management Guide

 • roadway lighting efficiency and power reduction

TAC also partnered with l’Association québécoise des transports 
(AQTr) to deliver French sessions on erosion and sediment control 
in Montreal and Quebec City.

 

TAC FOUNDATION

TAC continues to support the TAC Foundation, an independent 
registered charity, by participating in the Foundation’s governance 
(one Director and the Secretary-Treasurer) and by contributing a 
$6,000 donation, plus in-kind services to assist with operating costs 
and on-going financial, fundraising and other support services.

Since the TAC Foundation was established in 2003, more than 
$2.1 million has been committed to its programs and over  
$1.7 million has been received.  

In 2013, the Foundation awarded 49 scholarships to Canadian 
postgraduate, undergraduate and college students enrolled in 
full-time transportation-related studies, valued at $181,000.  

The following donors contributed generously to TAC 
Foundation activities in 2013.  

PLATINUM

3M Canada Company; AECOM; Alberta Transportation; AMEC; 
Cement Association of Canada; Delcan Corporation; Dillon 
Consulting Limited; EBA, A Tetra Tech Company; Esch Foundation; 
HDR Corporation; ISL Engineering and Land Services Ltd.; 
Ministère des Transports du Québec; Ministry of Transportation of 
Ontario; MMM Group Limited; SNC-Lavalin Inc.; Stantec Consulting 
Ltd.; Transportation Association of Canada; Waterloo Alumni

GOLD

407 ETR; Canadian Council of Motor Transport Administrators 
(CCMTA); exp; Golder Associates Ltd.; Halifax Regional 
Municipality; Hatch Mott MacDonald Ltd.; IBI Group; LEA 
Consulting Ltd.; Morrison Hershfield Limited; Transport Canada 

SILVER

Alberta Traffic Supply Ltd.; Canadian Council of Independent 
Laboratories (CCIL); CIMA+; GENIVAR; Manitoba Infrastructure 
and Transportation; Metrolinx; Nova Scotia Transportation and 
Infrastructure Renewal; Peto MacCallum Ltd.

BRONZE

Al-Terra Engineering (Edmonton) Ltd.; Northwest Territories 
Department of Transportation; New Brunswick Transportation 
and Infrastructure; Newfoundland and Labrador Transportation 
and Works; Prince Edward Island Transportation and 
Infrastructure Renewal; Roche Ltée; Saskatchewan Highways and 
Infrastructure; Yukon Department of Highways and Public Works 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

TAC FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT:  
 Carl Clayton 
Stantec Consulting Ltd.

VICE PRESIDENT  
Michael Cautillo 
Ontario Transportation  
Capital Corporation

PAST PRESIDENT
 Tim Holyoke  exp 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Brian Henderson   
TAC Foundation

MEMBERS

Yves Cadotte

Stephen Damp, EllisDon Corporation

Keith Foster, LVM Inc.

Michel Gravel, Transportation Association of Canada

Jean-François Gysel, SNC-Lavalin Inc.

Ralph Haas, University of Waterloo

Neal Irwin, IBI Group

Anne-Marie Leclerc, Ministère des Transports du Québec

Gary Mack

Susan Tighe, University of Waterloo

Erica Andersen, Secretary-Treasurer / Staff Liaison,  
Transportation Association of Canada

 

100 YEARS IN THE MAKING –  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TAC!

TAC’s centennial celebration campaign, Transportation 2014: Past, 
Present, Future, includes several key partnered activities taking 
place throughout 2014 – the year marking the 100th anniversary 
of the first National Roads Congress meeting of 302 automobile 
enthusiasts in Montreal.  

Partnered activities of the campaign include:

 •  A museum-style transportation showcase featuring both 
in-person and online components

 •  A public service announcement in both official languages 
paying tribute to ten triumphs in Canadian transportation

 •  A special monograph entitled The Evolution and Legacy 
of Transportation Education in Canada, sponsored by the 
Education and Human Resources Development Council

 •  A careers in transportation website section

 •  A series of transportation-related lectures hosted in major 
centres across Canada

 •  An online book based on key issues affecting Canadian’s 
transportation’s past, present and future

TAC kicked off its cross-country lecture tour in Halifax on  
March 19, 2014. More than 70 participants attended this panel 
discussion on future challenges in roadway transportation 
infrastructures.  Future lecture dates include Vancouver on  
April 23; Calgary on May 21; Toronto on June 18 and Montreal  
on September 23. 

Transportation 2014’s online book released its first three chapters 
on the Trans-Canada highway, road safety and sustainable 
transportation on February 26.  Subsequent releases are expected 
in April, June and September. This commemorative book highlights 
some major components in the evolution of Canadian transportation 
over the past century, and their impact on the lives of Canadians.

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS ACTUAL 
2013/14

ACTUAL 
2012/13

ACTUAL 
2011/12

Revenues $4,774,518 $4,402,905 $4,693,366
Conference & Seminar Revenue $1,121,841 $1,016,690 $1,098,956
Publication Sales $327,519 $193,047 $238,812
Non-Government Membership Fees $409,296 $395,855 $374,424
Government Membership Fees $493,541 $575,526 $558,764
Project contributions and other income $2,422,321 $2,221,787 $2,422,410

Expenses $4,749,031 $4,677,963 $4,861,711
Net Revenue (Expense) $25,487 ($275,058) ($168,345)
Net Assets $1,849,381 $1,823,894 $2,098,952

Unrestricted Funds $159,764 $4,423 $95,451
Internally Restricted Funds $1,606,947 $1,740,340 $1,906,760
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